
 

 

CITY OF GALT 

 

MINUTES 

 

GALT PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION  

MEETING 

 

Council Chambers, 380 Civic Drive, Galt, California 

Wednesday, February 13, 2013 
 

 The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Commissioner Moore. Roll call was taken.  All 
Commissioners with the exception of Commissioner Smith were in attendance. 
 
 Staff members present: Special Projects Administrator Solis and Administrative Assistant Porteous-
Toste. 
 
CHANGES TO THE ORDER OF THE AGENDA - None 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Speaker – Athena Buchanan – City resident – Coach since 2002.  Wanted to point out the ups and downs and 
transitions of leadership. 
 
- Scheduling for practices for the past few years has caused a hardship for coaches and players family. 
- In the past all practices were chosen at the beginning at the season until all practices were spoken for or all 

coaches had picked what they want. 
- The past two years every two weeks the coach has to drive down to P & R or call right at 8:00 in hopes to 

get a practice for the next two weeks. 
 
Ms. Buchanan stated that this process causes a hardship to not only the coach but the families in trying to 
schedule practices around other commitments.  She stated that she has brought this issue to whom she believed 
to be in charge of this and was told that no one else has complained.  She stated that her perception is that staff 
believes that it is only Mrs. Buchanan the squeaky wheel. 
 
She elaborated on how difficult it is for her family to schedule not three kids’ activities all through park and 
recreation along with Doctors appointments, school and church activities with only two weeks notice.  Then as 
a volunteer coach she is expected to connect with parents via email, phone or text.    This is a challenge.  The 
Department will email the coaches their chosen practices for the two weeks but not all parents have computers 
for her to re- email, so at her cost she has to make copies for the parents.  She wants to work together and this 
does not work.  She has contacted both Elk Grove and Lodi and both give out practice and game schedules at 
the beginning of the season. 
 
She is requesting to go back to the way it was previously done and that was to choose practices at the 
beginning of the season for the entire season. 
 
Mrs. Buchanan gave an example: She went to P & R at 7:45 and was second in line and at 8:00 when the doors 
opened all phone lines began to ring at once.  Not all parents have the luxury of coming into the office at 8:00 
a.m. or holding on line until being helped, those coaches end up with either no viable times or late times that 
do not work for the coach so they may opt not to have practices.  One of the reasons parents coach is so they 
have some control of choosing practice times that work for them and fit into their schedule.  Solis did respond 
that we have limited facilities and many times the Department has been called on the day of practices by the 
school saying that they overbooked or have to use the facility for something else, so the Department has to 
rush to contact coaches and players.  The Department also attempts to reschedule them at another time and or 
facility. 
 
 
 
 
. 
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John Pate – Reiterated some of Mrs. Buchanan’s issues.  He is not coaching basketball but the coach of his 
son’s team is getting only the late times and many of the 3rd graders cannot make an 8 – 9 pm practice times as 
they need to be in bed, then only maybe 3 kids show up.  His coach Mr. Tassano was told about a change of 
hoop heights and there is some confusion.  The written rules stated the hoop heights were to be at 6 ft.   Dan 
Lucero although told him that the hoop height could be where ever the coach wants.  Mr. Pate says that if they 
can have the hoop height to go higher if they have the ability.  He feels that gives an unfair advantage at times 
if you are having your kids try to rebound off of different heights.  He feels that the once the rules a done they 
should stay that way.  Coach Tassano showed Mr. Pate the new rules that were given to him mid season that 
said that they could be put it at a different height.  He had a similar problem as a Softball coach.  They 
cancelled the championship game as it was going late and rescheduled which he says changes the momentum 
and everything,  etc. and he felt it should have been played out.   He feels the rules should be set at the 
beginning of the season to include this type of circumstances….i.e. if the game is going to long then this is 
what will happens instead of someone just stepping in and saying it is done until later date.   That way the 
parents and coaches know and the coaches aren’t asked what’s going on and he has no idea with any real 
answers.  Steele asked the age group.   Mr. Pate said 3rd & 4th graders and the game was called at 8:45 which 
was late.  He compared it to the Super Bowl and the lights going out, momentum changed but game was 
played to the end,   
 
Allison Crawford – 8 year daughter plays on Mrs. Buchanan’s team as well as a very busy Girl Scout 
Volunteer.  The current practice scheduling does not allow her daughter to participate the way that she should. 
With this scheduling it would seem as though we would have to keep our entire calendar open in the off 
chance that we may have basketball practice. They believe that when they sign up for an activity that we 
should participate 100 % but the way the practices are scheduled they do not work for her family as well as 
many other families she knows. 
 
 

PRESENTATIONS; Council Member Payne – Honor the Game 
The City of Galt, Parks and Recreation Department are giving seminars by the Positive Coaching Alliance.  A 
committee was formed that thought this was a great idea.  Spaghetti fundraiser is being held Saturday, March 
2nd to raise funds to continue this program for three years with a day camp in 2014. 

 
Jack Jenkins had some words about the PCA and Council Member noted she has tickets for the fundraiser for 
purchase if anyone was interested.  The Program Committee wants to make a big impact in the entire 
Community so they want it to continue. 
 
Solis said that the P & R, PD, GHS District, City, Character Coalition and PCA are all on board for this 
program.  Reuthinger went through program when she was President of the Illusion Softball.  Says it is a very 
good program and feels it is good for anyone that is working with kids.  
 
Moore commented that he believed it began at Stanford College and also had positive comments on the 
program. 

 
At the present time the City’s coaches are required to attend.  The intent is to expand the program to the 
organizations that utilize our facilities and implement the parent mandatory meeting for youth participation in 
sports (workshop) and also the camp 2014.  So the money is for the additional workshops and the camp. 
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ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES  
 

The Commission went on record accepting the minutes from the February 13, 2013 as presented with no 
objections. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

 
a. Subject:  Landscape Contract – Selby – Solis passed out the Landscape Contract Report. prepared 

by Selby.  Solis asked that the Commission accept the report and further discussion if needed by the 
Commission will be addressed at the next meeting.  

ACTION:  Reuthinger moved to accept the Landscape Maintenance update submitted by Adin 
Selby.  Motion move and  seconded.  A vote was called for and motion passed unanimously. 

 
 b.  Subject:  Adult Soccer - Moore 

Program is proceeding forward.  To keep fees down it has decided on a 70-7 format that will allow utilization 
of smaller fields.  Veterans Field will be used and it can be striped and can set up as one or two fields.  Only 
referee is required for this format and 6 teams still required to go forward.  The plan is to play 8 games May- 
June or sooner as the President of CSA will expedite the paperwork.  Division suggestions Coed under and 
over 30 and a Men’s Open.  Single applicants will be taken as well as teams.  League will be coming up with a 
fee schedule.  City has been asked to waive the 10 per player fee for the first year by CLYSL in lieu of them 
purchasing the medium size goals for use on City property.  City Manager has approved this for the first year 
to get this off of the ground and the goals can be used for other groups using the medium goals.  Moore is 
estimating 600 – 700 dollars a team or approx $60 per player.   
 
Department will carry registration forms and put it on the website.  Depending on demand other leagues i.e. 
women’s and competitive for example can be added.  Veterans opens up play days from just Sundays at 
Walker to more options at Veterans.  This program also addresses the Youth Master Plan for the older age 
category 

 
 c.  Subject:  2013 Independence Day Celebration UPDATE - Solis 
Solis reported that City Council approved the Celebration and budget.  They also approved it being budgeted 
during the regular budget in the future so the Commission will not have to address this item annually.  The 
event will be on the 4th of July this year.  We just added a 5K run in honor officer Kevin Tonn.  Commissioners 
will be asked to assist in getting sponsorships.  The Committee is looking at a different Fireworks provider that 
has music synchronized to the fireworks show. 
 

d. Subject:  2013 CPRS Conference – March 5 – 8, 2013, San Jose – Solis 
3 Commissioners are going and it is not too late if anyone changes their mind. 
 
            e.  Subject:   Ethic Training Requirements – Solis 
Solis reminding those that did not attend needs to take the online course and get it done. 
 

 f.   Subject:  Non-Profit Facility Rental UPDATE – Solis  
City Council approved the continuation of the rental facilities to the local non-profit organizations.  Changes 
made were 2 free rentals contingent to a 6 month reservation window last year is now the organizations can 
reserve up to a year in advance with only 1 free rental per organization.  This is for Littleton and Chabolla 
Centers only. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

 

 a.  Subject:  Walker Park Artificial Turf Wear and Tear - Selby  
 Solis spoke on the limitation of Walker Park Artificial Turf to a game only field and any benefits to longevity 

by doing so.  Solis reported the following: 
 

David Brown from Turf Field said logically the less used the longer it will last but has no case studies 
to support that. 

SIS – Support in Sports  - when asked how long does synthetic athletic turf last before it has to be 
replaced….answer  depends on the application of force and how much use the synthetic turf must withstand 

Pro turf solutions – depending on the amount of usage and how well the field is taken care of. 
Usage does have an impact on length of contribute field life. 
 
During the summer we will have more fields while limiting artificial turf to games only. 
 
Moore asked about other people using the field during scheduled practices.  Solis responded to tell individuals 
that the field is reserved and if there continues to be problems please contact our staff on the number on the 
posted on the gate. 
 
Steele suggested larger signage to inform users that it is by reservation only.  Rudy Rodriguez says that the 
signage is small and also thinks larger and more signage would be helpful. 
 
Buchanan asked about the $10 fee and how it affects those groups that do not use Walker.  Solis explained the 
program and how the money is also used for maintenance on the other sports facilities. 
 
Steele is still concerned with the possibility that the artificial field may only be used 1 day a week and 
concerned that organizations will want to use field when no one is on it.  He would have no issue if during this 
6 month period May – October he observed it being used 3 – 4 days a week. Then he would be o.k. with it but 
not if it is only used 1 day a week.  He would like to try it and revisit it in a month or so.    
 
Discussion about who would use it for practices if there was only usage 1 day a week for games.  There are too 
many organizations to decide who would get practice times.  First come first serve was suggested and Mr. 
Buchanan does not believe that system works. 
 
After much discussion back and forth – pros and cons, Solis is asking for support from the Parks and 
Commission for staff’s recommendation to use the artificial turf for games only for the entire 6 months and 
then the Commission  can reevaluate whether it was successful or not.   
 
Natural turf still projected for usage May 2013. 
 
Rudy Rodriguez speaker – agrees with comments made but feels the City needs to look at more facilities.  He 
believes that it will be difficult for teams practicing on natural turf and then play on artificial turf.  Steele 
agreed that this will put teams at a disadvantage.  Teams need some practices on turf.    
 
It will be difficult to see the field not being used and could be an issue to the organizations especially now 
paying the $10 per player fee.  Spoke on the growth of Galt FC and game scheduling.  Mr. Rodriguez believes 
that even with the new fields on board it will be difficult and there will still be a shortage. 
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Solis reiterated that Walker will NOT be closed only used for GAMES and the two new natural turfs will be 
available for practice as well as Veterans, McCaffrey and Greer. 
 
Solis spoke about the Central Valley Jaguars, Jr. Warriors, Jr. Hawks, and the Tarascos recent interest in using 
Walker also.  Jr. Warriors have to use Walker if Greer gets flooded out due to rules the league mandates the 
amount of practice required to play in the a league game. 
 
Solis says GAME ONLY is the only way to do it to make it fair.   Solis says it can be revisited next year to see 
how it worked or did not work. 
 
Bonnie Rodriguez – speaker understands both side of the discussion. She asked if a team have an option to pay 
the hourly rate in addition to the $10 fee to practice on the artificial turf prior to say a upcoming tournament if 
they want to.  Solis is uncomfortable with charging the fee to these organizations.  Solis pointed out that $100 
fee is included in the Departments Fee structure but you don’t want the organizations to pay extra and ask what 
does our $10 cover. 
 
Organizations are now also discussing tournaments at Walker with three fields.  That is additional usage.   
 
Barbara Payne – Stated that tournaments are something she loves as it brings money to the community of Galt.  
She was on the Council when they decided to put in the turf at Walker Park and never did she believe that we 
would be restricting people from using it.  She believes that Galt is known for our parks and this is 
disappointing to her but she likes tournaments. 
 
Solis asked Commission for a recommendation to use Walker artificial turf as a “Game Only” facility form 
May 1 through October 31 and to return in November with information on the usage for that time period to be 
reviewed by the Commission.  Motion as stated by Solis was moved by Reuthinger and seconded by 
Buchanan.  There was a call for a vote and motion passed 3-1 with Steele in opposition. 
 

UPCOMING COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS 

 None 
 

a. Resident Non-Profit Facility Rentals – January 15th  
Last year Resident Non-Profit groups were given the use of the Littleton and Chabolla Centers free of charge 
for two events per calendar year on a one (1) year trial basis to be brought back to Council for review.  Steele 
had concern about “FREE” as there is an expense to the City and although non-profit it should not be free.  
Solis let the Commission know that in the past Staff assisted with set up and clean up.  With the no fee 
provision, organizations have to do their own set up, tear down and clean up.  A deposit of $150 is held and if 
facility is not left in same or better condition it was given to the organization then the cost of staff time to do so 
is deducted from the deposit. 

b. Independence Day Celebration – February 5th   
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

a.  Strawberry Festival – May 17th , Chamber is the contact   
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COMMISSIONERS REPORTS 

 

a. Chairperson Moore – Is pleased having the Community here voicing their opinions. 
b. Vice- Chairperson Buchanan – Had additional GYB question about the $10 fee. He was about 

another fee for lights. Solis responded that there is a $15 hourly light fee that by paying the $10 player fee is a 
reduction from the normal $35 - $55 hour fee. 

c. Commissioner Reuthinger – posed the question as to why the Community Park baseball fields 
are not open to the public.  Solis responded that it is a reservable field and is used by the High School, Galt 
Youth Baseball, Galt Youth Baseball, and Tournaments etc. 
- Asked if the Community Park had a Concessions Stand and if it was being used.  The room is not set up for 
concessions anymore and with the minimal usage in the past and the cost to the Health Department fee is $300 
- $400 annually. 

d. Commissioner Smith - absent 
e.  Commissioner Steele – asked for more information on the rim height.  Mrs. Buchanan 

reiterated much of the information that Mr. Pate spoke of.  Apparently, during her last game Mr. Buchanan 
was coaching on her behalf and when he approached the other coach which she states is the only one in the 2nd 
& 3rd grade league that has the higher rims, Sports Coordinator Ochoa handed Mr. Buchanan a new set of rules 
that allowed for different rim heights.   Moore asked if this rule change was a consensus of the coaches and 
Mrs. Buchanan responded no.  Moore asked if Mrs. Buchanan had both the original rule sheet and the new rule 
sheet and she said she does. 

- Moore asked if there the Department has a meeting at the end of the season with the coaches to 
review the good and bad of the season and get their input.  Mrs. Buchanan responded not in the 10 + years she 
has coached. 

f.  Vice- Chairperson Smith – absent 
 

STAFF COMMENTS 

 

 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 
        a.  Report on scheduling practices for Youth Sports – Past and Present procedures.  When and why 
did they change for both Basketball and Baseball/Softball? 
        b.  Update on the Overpass and C Street landscaping responsibility – who’s is it? - Selby 

 

ADJOURNMENT  

 

Being no further business before the Parks and Recreation Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 9:05 
pm. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

      Deborah Porteous-Toste, Administrative Assistant 


