
 

 

 

CITY OF GALT 

 

MINUTES 

 

GALT PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION  

MEETING 

 

Council Chambers, 380 Civic Drive, Galt, California 

Wednesday, March 13, 2013 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by Chair-Person Moore. Roll call was taken.  All Commissioners 
with the exception of Commissioner Buchanan were in attendance. 
 
 Staff members present: Special Projects Administrator Armando Solis, Street Superintendent Adin 
Selby, Market Operations Supervisor, Kimberly Paulson and Administrative Assistant Deborah Porteous-
Toste. 
 
CHANGES TO THE ORDER OF AGENDA - None 
 

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES  
 

ACTION:  Steele moved to accept the minutes of February 13, 2013 and the motion was seconded by 
Reuthinger.   Vote was called for and acceptance of the minutes passed unanimously. 
 

PRESENTATION: 
Galt Market – Kimberly Paulson  

She is the supervisor on site at the Market.  Paulson gave a presentation on the Galt Market past, present and 
future that will be presented at the City Council Meeting next meeting. 
 
History – began with farmers meeting once a week to sell produce and livestock. The grounds became the 
County Fair and when the fair was not using the land the farmers continued to meet weekly came to the 
grounds until the race track was condemned unsafe at which time Cal Expo offered their property for the 
annual Fair.  At this time the property became vacant surplus land. 
 
Vacant property was deeded to the City of Galt in 1969.  In 1982, Assembly bill 3773 was introduced to 
amend the deed from 1969 to allow a City owned flea market on the property with the condition that rent will 
be utilized solely for Parks and Recreation purposes in the City.  This legislation pertains solely to the City of 
Galt and is special in that no other City in California is allowed to operate a flea market.  The Assembly Bill 
stipulated that all revenues generated must be used for the City’s Culture and Recreation Fund.  This revenue 
allows the City of Galt to operate quality parks and recreation and programs at a reduced price to its citizens. 
 
Galt Flea Market – as it was know was a weekly sale.  With the passage of the AB 3773 the Market was able to 
grow and develop over the years.  The grounds went from dirt to asphalt in 1989.  1995 the Galt Flea Market 
name was officially changed by Council to the Galt Market.  It was marketing plan to bolster the Market as a 
wholesale and retail destination.  1995 – 2006 was a popular place to sell for large businesses wholesale on the 
Tuesday Market and smaller retail businesses at the Wednesday Market.  Advertising was limited to billboards, 
print, radio and word of mouth. 
 
Tuesday used to be only new and wholesale business only and has expanded to mostly retail, used and produce 
vendors as well.  Wednesdays were primarily new and used items and produce.  Today, Wednesdays are pretty 
much the same but now encourage residents as well as non-profits to sell at a special rate for them. 
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Current Marketing is commercials on several T.V. stations including Spanish, Russian etc.   The Market wants 
to have its own identity with a connection to the City of Galt.  Currently the City’s logo is used by the Market 
but it is in the process of developing a new one to establish its own identity.   Future Marketing must identify 
the Market through their own email address, website, Facebook, Twitter, Utube etc. to get feedback, provide 
information on the weather, special events etc.  All of these can be accessed by customers on their mobile 
devices. 
 
Solis wanted some feedback from the Commissioners on the two logos presented.  The logo with the Water 
Tower was the preference of most of the Commissioners. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 

 
a. Subject:  Adult Soccer – Moore 

Pre-formed teams are being assembled now.  After the league meeting that the details of the registration for 
teams and individuals need to get completed.  Set an individual fee and working on a team fee.   Solis reported 
that we found a set of goals.  Although we spoke about using Veterans but it was questioned if the natural turf 
fields could be used.  Solis will discuss with Adin about the Walker natural turf fields.  No lights are available 
on those fields 

b. Subject:  Landscape Contract – Selby 
Has a consultant working on figuring out the most cost effective and efficient way to get the landscaping done.  
Although the contract has expired staff is suggesting holding off and having more tie until they have more 
information to make an informed decision. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

a. Subject:  Officer K. Tonn Memorial Dog Park 
Commissioner Smith excused himself due to his home’s proximity to the proposed site under consideration 
 

March 5th Council meeting to bring to the Commission the two options proposed for a memorial dog park for 
the loss of Officer Tonn in the line of duty. 
 
Solis went over the Commission Agenda Report and explained the two proposed sites and the costs associated 
with each site both at in proximity to Harvey Park.  Funding is still open on how to pay for park either City 
and/or fundraising. 
 
The recommendation under consideration is to discuss alternatives relating to a memorial dog park in honor of 
Officer Kevin Tonn and provide a recommendation to City Council relating to the preferred location and 
funding options. 
 
Steele was concerned about the location at the Northwest corner and possible interference with baseball games 
going on.  Although he prefers the other option the difference the cost is substantial ($60,000 vs. $415,000).  
The one location in the Northwest is already ready for improvement.  The proposed site at the south end of 
Harvey would require all infrastructures to be put in i.e. water, sidewalks, lights etc.   
 
Reuthinger asked about water at the Northwest (cheaper) site and the lack of irrigation there.  This proposed 
site would use a DG material or artificial turf for ground cover.  Reuthinger also pointed out that it is located 
far enough away from the ball field and near the Volleyball nets where other activities are going on that do not 
interfere with baseball games. 
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Speakers 
Al Baldwin – concerned citizen lives in Galt.  Recommend that a dog park be put in honor of Officer Tonn.  
Concerns addressed were the Oak trees, game spectators and disruption from the dogs.  Putting aside the cost 
he prefers the larger park located south of Harvey Park.  He would also like to see an upstanding monument.  
Likes the idea of fundraising for the park and not have the City foot the bill.  He believes the citizens of this 
City will step up and help.  He feels due to the crime in the area he also believes surveillance cameras and 
lights are a must. 
 
Mr. Baldwin suggested it be an ongoing fundraising and the park be done in stages over a couple of years and 
with all of the potential growth in the area i.e. bowling alley, movie theatre, etc it would be a great area. 
 
Sherry Lunde – President of GYB for about 6 years now.  GYB honored Officer Tonn on opening day.  Does 
not believe that Harvey Park area is not a very safe place and they have to talk to parents and coaches about 
duck and cover.  They GYB kids have been out at the park when other shootings have occurred.  Sherry does 
not believe that this location is a safe area for the dog park.  If she had to choose a location she would also go 
with the south location although more costly because the other area although away from the baseball diamond 
is utilized during games and tournaments for a warm up/practice area and also parking around that area is 
already limited and that adding the park there would add to the problem. 
 
Solis when asked why that location was chosen he stated that the City has a dog park on the eastside and the 
proposed location is adjacent to where Officer Tonn was killed, his response was that Council felt it to be a 
logical place to place the park in his name in that area and help take back the neighborhood from the crime. 
 
Tracie Locke – stated she understood having not only the park and having it on the westside but as a family 
member of a Galt police officer would not want go there and remember it as the site of his death.  She feels 
that Officer Tonn was a police officer for the entire town of Galt not just the location where he died.  She 
suggested to look at other parks and understands wanting to take back the area but he was shot in the area not 
at that park.  Tracie also asked about other amenities like a play structure at the park be included other than a 
dog park for other members of the community to enjoy.  She also continues to have issues with safety not only 
with the existing problems with crime but what about dogs and kids interaction.  The example given is if a ball 
gets into the park, her concern is a potential of dogs biting children.  She also noted that there are many stray 
dogs (Pit bulls) wandering Harvey Park now that they have to worry about while out there playing ball.  
Parking is also an issue.  She says right now it is difficult with just baseball.  There is a lot of vandalism that is 
ongoing and also transients are urinating in the park. 
 
She wants a memorial but would prefer it be at another area/park. 
 
Steele asked about the parks origin.  City Council brought this item forward and staff has added additional 
information.  The Tonn family has been informed of the potential park and the Chief is the main point of 
contact with the family. 
 
Reuthinger asked about other parks considered for the parks.  Solis responded no not at this time.  Reuthinger 
asked about Walker and Solis uncertain about the Conceptual Design in place and what would need to be done 
to change it for a dog park.  Reuthinger has concern about the idea of visiting a park where a family member of 
her died right there is unsettling.  If kids are dodging bullets why put a dog park in that area.  She is in favor of 
a memorial for Officer Tonn but is not in favor of this area. 
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Reuthinger agrees with Mr. Baldwin that this community is a giving community, so believes the community 
will step up. 
 
Al Baldwin suggested a memorial for the first WWI veteran that was killed in the war from Galt.  There are 
two plaques and a flag pole there west between Brewsters and C Street.  Al suggested adding a memorial 
monument at the location for Officer Tonn in the center of the proposed development.  Also parking is being 
addressed by the City with the proposed development in old town. 
 
Moore commented on the Vice Mayor’s wish to reclaim that area from crime.  Moore would like more 
information from the Vice Mayor and the family’s feelings regarding the proposed location.   
 
Reuthinger believes that Officer Tonn would not want a Memorial in such a dangerous area and someone get 
hurt at his memorial site in hopes of turning around the violence.  She believes more needs to be done before 
we make this decision.  She would like to do something different.  
 
Moore wants to know more about the families input.   
 
Steele doesn’t believe in a good part of town and a bad part of town then bring in restaurants, businesses, 
senior housing etc. but then say it is too dangerous for a dog park.  Steele suggested that he would like to see a 
big monument that people could sit and reflect maybe at the corner at the park.  Steele also suggested that due 
to the concern about parking, could the park be reduced and parking spaces added.   
 
Speaker 
Bonnie Rodriguez reported that the Beautification Committee is putting a rose memorial garden in honor of 
Officer Tonn, so things are being done for Officer Tonn.  She agreed not to rush into making a decision.   
 
Solis reported that he has been told of other efforts going on by other organizations and the hopes is to 
combine efforts. 
 
Reuthinger asked if plans could be changed to allow the park at Walker.  Solis said that would have to be 
looked at by Sandy Kiriu, Community Development Director. 
 
Moore suggested that it would be a good thing to let there be an opportunity to let other groups get involved in.   
 
Meadowview Park was also suggested.   
 
Speaker  
Robin Nelson – Finance – Is putting on a Fundraiser 5K Run in conjunction with the City’s Independence Day 
Celebration and was going to advertise the run to benefit the Kevin Tonn Memorial Dog Park.  The 
Commissioners suggested that the advertising be limited to the 5K Kevin Tonn Memorial which would cover 
the dog park or any Memorial decided upon. 
 
 Action:  Steele moved that the City Council appoint two (2) Council members to work with two (2) 
Commissioners to explore options/locations for a memorial and/or dog park for Officer Tonn including 
additional community input and provide direction to staff.  Reuthinger second the motion.  Vote was called for 
and acceptance of the minutes passed 3-0. Smith disqualified himself earlier. 
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  b.   Subject:  Youth T-Ball/Softball Practice Sign up Procedures 
Solis presented an agenda report as requested by the Commission of present and past practices for scheduling 
practices for youth sports. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:32 p.m. to allow Commissioner Smith to return.  Smith was called to work so meeting 
reconvened at 8:37 p.m. 
Solis continued to by explaining that there were no Standard Operating Procedures in place when he stepped in 
2010 to assist with the Youth and Adult Sports Programs.  The majority of the Department’s current 
procedures were implemented and adjusted over the last 2 seasons in an effort to make the procedures as easy 
and as fair as possible.  Staff is currently working with the Galt Elementary School District to get more 
facilities for programs. Solis explained the current practice scheduling.   The Commission, because the subject 
matter was important to Commissioner Buchanan asked for this item to be brought back next meeting when he 
will be able to attend. 
 

c.    Subject:  C Street Landscape Responsibility – Selby 
Adin Selby spoke on the Report presented to Commission last meeting about the Landscape Maintenance 
Contract and why they were waiting to go out to bid on the RFP for future services. Waiting gave his 
Department time to research the items in the landscape contract and not rush into a contract especially during 
the busiest time of the year for landscape projects (April/Spring). 
 He spoke about the C Street project being at a halt due to RDA funds but with regards to maintenance on the 
overpass and future C Street landscaping that it would be the City’s responsibility to maintain it and/or 
included in the new contract but either way Parks/Public Works will be responsible.   
 
UPCOMING COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS 

 a. Market Presentation – March 19th  
 b. Council Follow up – Non-Profit Facility Use – April 2nd  
Solis to get clarification on Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts within the non profit status 
 c. Memorial Dog Park – April 2nd   
Solis to push back staff report to April 19, 2013 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

• T-Ball/Softball Opening Day – April 13th 

• Eggstravaganza – March 23
rd
 

• Shred It Event – April 7
th
  

• Bus Roadeo – April 26
th
 & 27

th
  

•  Cherokee Truck Show – May 3
rd
 & 4

th
  

• Safety Fair – May 11
th
  - Community Park 

• Strawberry Festival – May 16
th
 – 18

th
  

 

COMMISSIONERS REPORTS/COMMENTS 

a. Chairperson Moore – Asked about the scholarship fund.  Solis reported that the primary 
donation to that fund is from the Cherokee Truck Show as they donate ½ gate fee to the fund 
b. Vice- Chairperson Buchanan - absent 
c. Commissioner Reuthinger – CPRS training was good and really enjoyed the Galt Market 
presentation. 
d. Commissioner Smith - absent 
e.  Commissioner Steele – Enjoyed the classes attended at the CPRS conference but preferred the 
ones he participated in last year in Sacramento. 
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STAFF COMMENTS 

 Selby reported that he was still working on the horseshoe pits  
 Selby also let the Commissioners know that there would be an “I Love Galt” event coming up at 
Walker Park April 27, 2013. 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

Kevin Ton Memorial 
Update on the “I Love Galt” event 
        

ADJOURNMENT 
 

Being no further business before the Parks and Recreation Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 9:05 
pm. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

      Deborah Porteous-Toste, Administrative Assistant 
 


