
 

 

CITY OF GALT 

 

MINUTES 

 

GALT PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

MEETING 

 

Council Chambers, 380 Civic Drive, Galt, California 

Wednesday, May 8, 2013 
 

 

 The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Commissioner Moore. Roll call was taken.  All 
Commissioners were in attendance.  
 
 Staff members present: Special Projects Administrator Armando Solis, Street Superintendent Adin Selby 
and Administrative Assistant Deborah Porteous-Toste. 
 
CHANGES TO THE ORDER OF THE AGENDA - None 
 
Speaker:  Egdar Valdez spoke to the Commission about the Tarascos Soccer teams and their exclusive rights to 
Veterans Park.  He believes they have 1 team.  CLYSL has 3 teams and has one field and Galt FC has 12 teams 
on one field.   This is not working.  He is not sure why the Tarascos are playing in Galt but that is with the Parks 
and Recreation Department.   
 
Another issue is the closing the turf field for 6 months.  He stated that it is used most during the winter.  He says 
that he wants usage during the summer but not all coaches wants to due to the heat.  He also spoke of the ½ field 
restriction to the leagues during the LRHS play as they get preferential treatment and ½ field is difficult during 
the winter season.  In reality he feels that the High School gets to use it but the community doesn’t get used.  He 
can understand 3 months but not 6 months.  He wants to overturn decision on Walker turf closing 
 
Mr. Rodriguez – He wants to practice and play as much as possible and the heat is no issue.  He doesn’t care 
about the heat as he will push his players.  He wants the turf park reopened and agrees with Edgar’s positions. 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES  

 

ACTION:  Smith moved to accept all minutes of April 10, 2013 meeting and the motion was seconded 
by Reuthinger.   Vote was called for and acceptance of the minutes passed unanimously. 

 
PRESENTATIONS - NONE 
 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

a. Subject:  Council follow up on Officer K. Tonn Memorial Dog Park – Moore  
Moore reported that the ad hoc committee met at the P & R office.  Many people were present for this meeting.  
Alternate sites were brought up for the Memorial Park.  A site was agreed upon near City Hall.  The committee 
decided to steer away from the dog park and favored a memorial Park.  The High School Engineering program 
will be helping with the design and planning of the Memorial Park. 
 
 Reuthinger said that the decision was quickly changed from a dog park to a memorial as Officer Tonn was much 
more than a K-9 officer.  He was an officer, cadet, military, and firefighter.  Memorial will be done to encompass 
all of this.  Although the committee hopes nothing like this will happen again, the Memorial would have room to 
add names if necessary. 
 
They are looking at someone to design in the center monument, possible water feature, something with Yarro, 
and selling memorial bricks, etc.   
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Steele asked about the grant for the Memorial dog park.  Solis reported that an application for this grant had been 
submitted and Galt was in the top ten nationwide.   This grant was for the turf at a dog park.  After the ad hoc 
committee met and to stayed with the memorial.  Solis declined the grant because it was affiliated with the 
officer death and the dog park.  Council accepted the Ad-hoc committee’s recommendation at last nights 
meeting. 
 
Public showed up as it was publicized.  Moore and Reuthinger were happy with the input of group at the 
meeting. 

b. Subject:  Youth T-Ball/Softball Practice Sign up Procedures – Solis 
Item was covered last meeting 
 

c. Subject:  Independence Day Celebration Sponsorships – Solis 
Solis asked the Commission again for their support in trying to get sponsors for the event and put out posters to 
advertise the event 
5K Tonn sponsorships will go to cover the cost of the run.  All revenue brought in by run participants will go to 
the Memorial Fund.   
To date registered for the run are 11 adults, 4 children and t shirts have been purchased also.  Robin and Sharon 
are working hard on getting the information out on the run. 

 

d. Subject: “I Love Galt” Event, April 27, 2013 – Selby 
o 9 projects and volunteer numbers were down a little this year.  Chabolla hills got replanted with 960 

plants.  Horseshoe pits were difficult, so the staff got a hole digger and dug holes at Horseshoe pits and 
Chabolla hills which helped a lot. 

o Planting Carillion and Walnut that were destroyed by fire last year – 50 plants. 
o Planting trees on Carillion on the outsides – 94 were donated by SMUD had 56 planting.  Parks staff 

completed planting last week 
o Repaint bridges at Canyon Creek Park and Summit Lakes. 
o Reside and paint the restroom at Lake Canyon 
o Paint fire hydrants – 58 hydrants painted in 3 hours 
o Went down to dry creek and repainted shade structure and ballads. 
o Horseshoe pits – were the most difficult.  Had 2 – 4 volunteers.  Work is continuing.   

Adin thanked his staff for doing the prep work and working with the volunteers. 

       
NEW BUSINESS 

 

a. Subject: SOAR Summer Project – Solis 
      (Informational) 

Summer’s Out academic and recreation program –  (approved by Council last night) Runs from June 10 – 
August 16 at River Oaks School, Monday – Friday 7am - 6pm at a cost of $125 weekly (1st – 6th grade) – need 30 
students to break even – Solis believes it will exceed that.  Two snacks will be provided daily 
 
UPCOMING COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS 

� No Upcoming Reports  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

•   Safety Fair – May 11th – Solis gave a list of events/services being provided 

• Strawberry Festival – May 16th – 18th - 

• State Bus Roadeo – May 24th & 25th  

• Independence Day Celebration – July 4th  

 

COMMISSIONERS REPORTS/COMMENTS 

 

a. Chairperson Moore – Wanted to attend the Opening Day for Softball/T-ball but other 
responsibilities with the meeting at Tahoe. 
- Spoke to the President about the Adult Soccer Team and the difficulty in the process of 

registration. 
- He has gone out to Walker Park to try to give out information.  Also spoke with a colleague 

Cedro about the Adult Registration process.  Moore to go out to Walker on Friday for a few 
hours to help get the Adult Teams going. 

- Hoping for the opening on the 24th, if not the 2nd. 
- Fees are also an issue.  Fee based on costs. The organization is not there to make money.  Will 

talk with Armando about the Adult League and CLYSL. 
- Asked about Tarascos - Solis responded with the procedures for getting practices and game 

times.  With three organizations and three fields each president or designee (field coordinator) 
agreed with getting one field dedicated to their organization.  Solis reported that Michelle from 
CLYSL, Curt Siverling from GALT FC, and Teresa from Tarascos, all having been working 
together without issue and feels that the problems being brought up may be an internal issue. 

- Solis brought out the roster of the Tarascos for 3 teams (41 players) and approximately 90% are 
from Galt.  Solis is not sure what the issue is.  They have paid the fees, provided insurance and 
are in compliance with the Galt Youth Organization Sports Player.  When asked about teams 
outside of Galt using the field, Solis responded an out of town team could play against a Galt 
team and no organization can use fields not assigned to them. 

- Steele asked about the artificial turf closure.  Solis reiterated that the field is being used for 
games, scrimmages, clinics, etc. 

- Solis reiterated that we have not seen any issues with working with the field coordinators. 
- Speaker Rudy Rodriguez came back up to the podium to reiterate his position. 
- Solis stated that the spirit of this plan was to allow the Galt Youth at a $10 per player fee, with 

insurance, etc. to use our facilities for free and also with a reduce light fee.  This is intended to 
help Galt Youth.  Solis stated with all of the fields now he doesn’t see why there is an issue.  
Everyone got along last year with only Veterans field to share. 

- Buchanan questioned the organization each having a field due to the discrepancies in the number 
of teams for each organization.  Solis responded that to be careful with that because when 
CLYSL starts up you are looking at 30 – 40 teams versus Galt FC’s 12 – 15 teams. 

- Solis made sure to let all know that the department has worked all requests and are not having to 
deny or turn away anyone.  Each coordinator works with the others and well with the 
department.  No complaints have been made to the department by any one of the coordinators. 
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b. Vice- Chairperson Buchanan 
- Speaker Rudy Rodriguez returned and spoke to the Friday practices and their inconvenience as 

his teams play out of town on weekends and Fridays don’t help him out.   
- When asked to put item on the agenda, Solis said he believes that we are all doing well and if 
after they discuss issues internally within the individual organization they feel that there are still 
issues that are with the Department, it can be brought back to the Commission.  
- Wanted to let Solis know that the umpire their team had last evenings was really good. 
 
c. Commissioner Reuthinger – asked if this started May 1st then we have only been into this 
scheduling for 7 days, suggesting we should give it a chance to see how it works. 
 
d. Commissioner Smith - – feels that this is an internal issue and doesn’t feel that the Commission 
should get involved. 
- asked about the $10.000 that City Council recently gave to a non-profit and from who’s budget 
did it come out of?  Solis responded that he believed it was coming out of the General Fund. 
 
e.  Commissioner Steele – Steele still is not comfortable with the limitation of the Walker Turf park 
not being unused for more than ½ of a week. 
- Asked about the round-abouts on Twin Cities – Solis said this subject would best answers by 
Engineering but believes it is getting ready to go out to bid. 

  
STAFF COMMENTS 

Solis reiterated to call him at any time if anyone has any questions. 
 
Adin – Banners hanging up for service men have been done by a contractor or renting a bucket lift truck at a 
cost.  Softcom has stepped up and offered their assistance in putting up these banners for free. 
  

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
Being no further business before the Parks and Recreation Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 8:12 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

      Deborah Porteous-Toste, Administrative Assistant 
 


