
 CITY OF GALT 
 
 M I N U T E S 
 
 SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 Council Chambers, 380 Civic Drive, Galt, California  

Tuesday, November 3, 2009, 6:40 pm 
 

*Teleconferencing locations: 
255 Auto Center Drive, Corona, CA  92880 

140 S. Akers Street, Visalia, CA  93291 
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:40 pm by the mayor.  Council Members present: Payne, Meredith and 
Shelton.  Teleconferencing:  Clare, Haines. 
 
Staff members present: City Manager Anderson, City Clerk Aguire and City Attorney Rudolph, Assistant 
City Manager Behrmann. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS   The clerk announced that under Government Code Section 54954.3, members of 
the audience could address the council on any agenda item before or during the council's consideration of the 
item.  She advised the location of the speaker sheets, asked that speaker sheets be presented to the clerk prior 
to addressing council and advised that each person had a five minute time limit. 
 
ADJOURN TO SPECIAL CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
  
1. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION pursuant to and under 
 the authority of Government Code Section 54956.9(a) 
 
 City of Galt v. Boys and Girls Club of Galt – Case Number 34-2009-00046805. 
 
RECONVENE TO OPEN SESSION:  The council reconvened to open session at 7:00 pm at which time the 
city attorney announced there was no action to report. 
 
There being no further business to come before council, the meeting was adjourned by the mayor at 7:00 pm. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

Elizabeth Aguire 
City Clerk 



 
 CITY OF GALT 
 
 M I N U T E S 
 
 REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 Council Chambers, 380 Civic Drive, Galt, California 
 Tuesday, November 3, 2009, 7:00 pm 

 

 
*Teleconferencing locations: 

255 Auto Center Drive, Corona, CA  92880 
140 S. Akers Street, Visalia, CA  93291 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by the mayor.  Council Members present: Payne, Meredith, 
Shelton.  Clare and Haines were teleconferencing. 
 
Staff members present: City Manager Anderson, Assistant City Manager Behrmann, City Clerk Aguire, 
Community Development Director Campion, Public Works Director Halladay, City Attorney Rudolph, Chief 
of Police Cattolico, Finance Director Kiriu, Human Resources Administrator Islas, and Parks and Recreation 
Director Jeffries. 
 
OPENING CEREMONIES - Silent prayer was observed, the flag salute was recited by Cub Scout Pack 84 
and the video statement was read by the city clerk. 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL, ADDITIONS AND/OR DELETIONS – Halladay pulled item I-4 until further 
notice.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS - The clerk announced that members of the audience could address the council on 
any matter which is not on the agenda but within the subject matter jurisdiction.  She advised the location of 
the speaker sheets, asked that speaker sheets be presented to the clerk prior to addressing council and advised 
that each person would have a five minute time limit to speak.  
 
John Slaughterback commended the chief of police for the improvement in service to the community and also 
congratulated Behrmann on his new position. He commented on two articles from the Lodi News Sentinel 
concerning the City of Galt and on the fines the city paid to the Water Quality Board. 
 
Tracy Gross discussed the Town Hall meeting from last week and wanted to find ways to get the information 
out to the public. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR - Consisting of Items 1 through 7. 
 
1.  SUBJECT:  Minutes of special and regular city council meeting of October 20, 2009. 
 RECOMMENDATION:  That the city council accept the minutes as submitted. 
 
2. SUBJECT:  City of Galt Warrants. 
 RECOMMENDATION:  That the city council approve the warrants as submitted. 
 
3. SUBJECT: Proposed Ordinance No. 2009-15 amending the title of Chapter 9.12 of the Galt  
 Municipal Code and amending section 9.12.025 of the Galt Municipal Code pertaining to the curfew 
at  city parks.  
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 RECOMMENDATION:  That the city council adopt Ordinance No. 2009-15 amending Chapter 
9.12  of the Galt Municipal Code. 

 
4. SUBJECT: Proposed Ordinance No. 2009-16 amending section 14.10.100 of the Galt Municipal 

Code pertaining to maintenance of sanitary sewer connections. 
 RECOMMENDATION: That the city council adopt Ordinance No. 2009-16 amending section 

14.10.100 of the Galt Municipal Code.  
 
5. SUBJECT: Playground ADA Compliance Improvements Project. 
 RECOMMENDATION:  That the city council adopt Resolution No. 2009-111 1) authorizing the 
city  manager to enter into an agreement with M.A.K. Associates, Inc. dba Playgrounds Unlimited for the 
 Playground ADA Compliance Improvements Project in the amount of $42,101.79 upon city attorney 
 approval,. and 2) approving the transfer of $13,000 to Fund 06-751-8613, Playground ADA from 
 Fund 06-2149-751-8599, Market Renovations. 
 
6. SUBJECT: Award of engineering services contract for the Golden Heights Water Treatment Plant 
 Expansion Phase 3 Project. 
 RECOMMENDATION: That the city council adopt Resolution No. 2009-112 authorizing the city 
 manager to execute a contract for engineering services with ECO:LOGIC Consulting Engineers, in an 
 amount not to exceed $244,200 for design of the Golden Heights Water Treatment Plant Expansion 
 Phase 3 Project. 
 
7. SUBJECT: New Measure A Transportation Capital Allocation and Expenditure contract. 
 RECOMMENDATION: That the city council adopt Resolution No. 2009-113 1) authorizing the 
city  manager to execute the New Measure A Capital Allocation and Expenditure contract for FY 2010 and 
 2011 for the Central Galt Interchange Project and 2) reducing the revenue and corresponding CIP  
 expenditure within FY 2009-2010 budget. 
 
ACTION: Upon a motion by Meredith, seconded by Clare, the consent calendar was approved by a 
unanimous vote. 
 
PRESENTATION:  Local hiring ordinance – Council Member Meredith gave a presentation on local hiring. 
 
Al Baldwin asked if you could have an apprentice without being in the union and Meredith said an apprentice 
did not have to be a union member.  Baldwin then asked if the city knew how many trade professionals we 
had in the area and Meredith said he contacted a state agency and should have that information by the first 
meeting in December. He asked if Meredith’s proposal would discourage bidders because of the extra time 
and effort needed to fill the requirements. Baldwin had concerns about the extra work load to the city 
department that would be responsible for enforcing the ordinance. He asked what other city in the 
surrounding area had the ordinance in place. Meredith said only Stockton but other cities were close to 
bringing it forward. 
 
John Slaughterback said there were a lot of things wrong with the issue especially from a contractor’s 
perspective.   
 
Nicole Goehring, Government Affairs Director, Associated Builders and Contractors Association, wanted all 
the groups together to create a document that did not limit competition and increase costs for the city of Galt.  
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Eric Christen, Executive Director, Coalition for Fair Employment in Construction, said the practice could 
have unintended consequences.  He said sometimes the lowest responsive bidder would not fit into a specific 
zip code and said a lot of workers chose to work in a union free environment.   
 
Dan Jimenez said he was concerned about going too fast and said the city should do a pilot run.  
 
Payne said every councilmember felt the pain of the citizens and said she had to weigh what was best for the 
entire community.  She said she was looking for sustainable jobs that would last.  She asked quite a few 
questions regarding community size, bidding requirements of contractors and legal issues and added that this 
was not the time to be involved in risky programs.  She also asked about the contractors current employees 
and whether they would have jobs, about additional paperwork, adding costs to the project, extra work for 
public works, and what if every community adopted the program.  She did not agree with the program. 
 
Meredith said there was not a city the size of Galt to compare to. He commented on the letter council received 
concerning the El Dorado Irrigation District and an ordinance giving local contractors preference when 
bidding on public works projects. Clare said he supported the goal to provide local jobs but had concerns on 
how to achieve the goal of getting people to work. He felt the ordinance would target the wrong jobs to 
replace and suggested adding it as an item of discussion during the council’s goal setting session. 
 
Haines said he liked the idea and hoped Meredith would take the questions back because the city needed 
something to help Galt citizens get jobs. Meredith said he wanted to work out the details and put it out there 
on a trial basis.  Haines said when people discussed the Delta Greens project, they talked about all the jobs the 
project would bring.  Meredith asked council for a consensus to meet with the city manager and city attorney. 
 Clare said he wanted to wait for the new city manager to be appointed, then meet to discuss council goals and 
objectives and set the priorities.  He said if this was part of council priorities, then it would move forward. 
Haines said he wanted to move forward with the ordinance.  
 
Rudolph said staff needed direction on whether to prepare an ordinance for the first meeting in December.  
Payne said she agreed to put off the issue until council set their goals.  She said she was not against the 
program, but wanted it brought back with the goals setting meeting. Shelton asked if there were any legal 
issues.  Rudolph said there was reference to legal issues from the American Builders and Contractors in a 
letter council received prior to the meeting that he would need to review. He said the courts have allowed a 
local hiring ordinance when conditions were met. 
 
Meredith requested staff time. Rudolph suggested allowing Meredith to meet with staff and outside agencies 
to discuss concerns raised tonight and bring back a report on December 1st for council to consider moving 
forward on the local hiring ordinance. 
 
Meredith asked staff to come back in two weeks with an estimate of time and costs and an opinion of ongoing 
projects that this could delay. He asked council if they would commit staff time. Haines suggested allocating a 
certain amount of hours for staff and any additional hours would come back to council for approval.  
Meredith said council recently gave approval for staff time for an elected mayor but would not give him staff 
time to help citizens find jobs. Shelton clarified he was to meet with Behrmann to discuss the issue of an 
elected mayor but they have not met yet. Shelton was trying to find a compromise with council.  
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ACTION:  Upon a motion by Clare, seconded by Payne, at the next council meeting, staff would bring back 
an estimate of hours and cost of a full proposal of the presentation from Meredith.     
 
DISCUSSION:  Rudolph said in addition to an estimate of cost, council needed to decide whether they 
supported the issue in concept.  If council approved the concept, then they could direct staff to prepare an 
ordinance for consideration.   
 
ACTION:  Clare amended his motion to add the question of approval in concept by the city council.  Payne 
seconded the amendment. Motion carried with Haines and Meredith dissenting. 
 
REGULAR CALENDAR 
 
CITY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE
 
1. SUBJECT:  Appointment of city manager.  
 RECOMMENDED ACTION:  That the city council (1) approve the employment agreement with 
 Jason Behrmann, appointing him to the position of city manager; (2) approve the amendment to the 
 employment agreement with Ted Anderson; and (3) authorize the mayor to execute both agreements 
 on behalf of the city. 
 
 Rudolph gave a staff report.  Clare said he was excited for Ted and Jason and thanked Ted. 
 
 Al Baldwin congratulated Jason Behrmann and thanked Ted Anderson.  Haines thanked Anderson for 

his hard work and looked forward to working with Behrmann.  Meredith said Anderson handled 
himself well in a politically divisive environment and thanked him for his fiscal conservative 
approach.  He said Jason was an amazing asset to the city and looked forward to working with him.  
Shelton thanked Anderson for his years of service and said he looked forward to working with 
Behrmann. 

 
 ACTION: Upon a motion by Clare, seconded by Haines, the agreements were approved by a 
 unanimous vote. 

 
Meredith asked if council was thinking that the assistant city manager position be filled or left vacant. 
 He said the city would save a lot of money by not backfilling the position.  Rudolph said council 
could bring back the issue.  Haines said he agreed with not filling the position.  Shelton said he 
wanted to get the new city manager on board, set goals and priorities, then discuss the issue of the 
assistant city manager.  Behrmann said he was honored with the council’s support.  He then thanked 
Anderson for his mentoring and wisdom. 

 
2. SUBJECT:  City council procedural guidelines – Resolution No. 2009-114 and Ordinance No.  
 2009-17 
 RECOMMENDED ACTION:  That the city council take the following actions: (1) adopt Resolution 
 No. 2009-114 repealing Resolution No. 2002-104 and adopting the new city council procedural 
 guidelines, and (2) introduce and waive the full reading of Ordinance No. 2009-17 repealing and 
 replacing section 2.12.010, and repealing section 2.12.030 of the Galt Municipal Code, pertaining to 
 rules and procedures for the conduct of city council meetings.  
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 Rudolph gave a staff report.  Clare thanked everyone for their time in bringing the issue forward.  

Shelton did not agree with the mayoral provision. 
 
 ACTION: Upon a motion by Clare, seconded by Payne, Resolution No. 2009-114 was approved and 
 Ordinance No. 2009-17 was introduced with Haines and Shelton dissenting. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
 
3. SUBJECT: Award of bid for the city of Galt’s Wastewater Treatment Plant Tertiary Filtration, UV 
 Disinfection, and Biosolids 2009 Improvements. 
 RECOMMENDED ACTION: That the city council adopt Resolution No. 2009-115 1) authorizing 
 the city  manager to execute a contract to construct the Wastewater Treatment Plant Tertiary Filtration, 
 UV Disinfection, and Biosolids 2009 Improvements with Kaweah Construction Company in the 
 amount of  $11,732,000 contingent on the State Revolving Fund Loan approval of award and 2) 
 authorizing the  director of public works to accept the improvements and issue the notice of 
 completion upon completion of the improvements. 
 
 Lisa Sanders, Senior Civil Engineer, gave a staff report.  Clare was pleased with the close grouping 

of the bidders and under estimates.  Meredith said he did his research and supported the 
recommendation.   

 ACTION: Upon a motion by Payne, seconded by Clare, Resolution No. 2009-115 was approved by a 
 unanimous vote. 
 
4. SUBJECT: Roundstone Park, Monterey Park and Monterey Bay Well and Pipeline contract with  
 Odyssey Landscape Company, Inc. – termination with cause. 
 RECOMMENDED ACTION: That the city council authorize the city manager to terminate for 
cause  the contract with Odyssey Landscape Company, Inc. due to Odyssey’s failure to perform under the 
 terms of the contract. 
 
 This item was pulled by Halladay. 
 
ADJOURN AND RECONVENE TO THE GALT CITY COUNCIL. 

 
CITY CLERK’S REPORT:  Aguire gave a list of events. 
 
COMMENTS BY STAFF:  Halladay said the city started discharging through the effluent pipeline and he 
believed this would be the end to the majority of the permit violations. Behrmann said the city received 
$500,000 from the federal appropriation money for the Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade Project and 
thanked Congressman Lungren for his help. He said the city purchased a hybrid vehicle last week using state 
transit dollars and was the vehicle was being used by the public works department. 
 
COMMENTS BY COUNCIL 
 
VICE MAYOR PAYNE congratulated the County of Sacramento on their state of the art animal shelter on 
Bradshaw Road. She commended the public works department and the city of Galt for their work on the ADA 
compliance project on “A” Street. 
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COUNCIL MEMBER CLARE thanked Congressman Lungren and his office for their work on the 
$500,000 federal funding for the city of Galt. He said Pete Evich was working on the FY2010 transportation 
appropriation for the Central Galt Interchange. He asked Gregg Halladay to contact Joe Young from the San 
Francisco EPA office to make sure he had everything he needed for the funding. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER HAINES attended the Historical Society dinner and presented the plaque from the 
city of Galt. He also thanked Congressman Lungren for his help with the federal appropriation. 
 
1. SUBJECT: Police Report – September, 2009 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER MEREDITH thanked the attendees at his recent town hall meeting and said he 
would be attending the Greenprint Steering Committee meeting on Friday. 
 
MAYOR SHELTON thanked the staff for attending the meeting. 
 
There being no further business to come before council, the meeting was adjourned by the mayor at 9:15 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

Elizabeth Aguire 
City Clerk 

 


