
 
 CITY OF GALT 
 
 M I N U T E S 
 
 REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 Council Chambers, 380 Civic Drive, Galt, California 
 Tuesday, November 17, 2009, 7:00 pm 

 

 
*Teleconferencing location: 

255 Auto Center Drive, Corona, CA  92880 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by the mayor.  Council Members present: Payne, Haines, 
Meredith, Shelton.  Teleconferencing:  Clare. 
 
Staff members present: City Manager Behrmann, City Clerk Aguire, Community Development Director 
Campion, Public Works Director Halladay, City Attorney Rudolph, City Treasurer Farrell, Chief of Police 
Cattolico, Finance Director Kiriu, Human Resources Administrator Islas, and Parks and Recreation Director 
Jeffries. 
 
OPENING CEREMONIES - Silent prayer was observed, the flag salute was recited by Cub Scout Pack 84 
and the video statement was read by the city clerk. 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL, ADDITIONS AND/OR DELETIONS -  Meredith pulled item G-5 to come back 
at a meeting on December 1st, Clare pulled item E-3 for discussion, Haines asked for item G-4 to be moved up 
after the consent calendar and Aguire pulled item E-4 from the4 consent calendar for testimony. 
 
PRESENTATIONS - Representatives from the Department of Consumer Affairs – This item was postponed. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS - The clerk announced that members of the audience could address the council on 
any matter which is not on the agenda but within the subject matter jurisdiction.  She advised the location of 
the speaker sheets, asked that speaker sheets be presented to the clerk prior to addressing council and advised 
that each person would have a five minute time limit to speak.  
 
Rick Walters said he disagreed with the financial policies of the city and gave examples of mistakes made by 
the city. 
 
John Slaughterback said it was his right and duty to question elected officials and he was unhappy with 
Clare’s comments at the last city council meeting. He then asked the city attorney if it was legal for a city 
council member to teleconference and questioned the appointments to the Planning Commission. Rudolph 
said state law does allow council members to teleconference and the city did not have an ordinance requiring 
commissioners to live within the city limits. 
 
Gene Davenport said the people that were serving as planning commissioners had the best interest in the city 
at heart.  He said he was troubled because of the economy and said the local hiring ordinance was legal and a 
good ordinance.  He said he was supportive of a local hiring ordinance.  He did not agree with 
teleconferencing at a council meeting. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR - Consisting of Items 1 through 9, excluding items E-3 and E-4 which were pulled 
for discussion. 
 
1.  SUBJECT:  Minutes of the special and regular meeting of November 3, 2009. 
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 RECOMMENDATION:  That the city council accept the minutes as submitted. 
2. SUBJECT:  City of Galt Warrants. 
 RECOMMENDATION:  That the city council approve the warrants as submitted. 
 
5. SUBJECT: Boy Scouts of America – Use of city facilities.  

RECOMMENDATION:  That the city council 1) authorize the city manager to enter into the 
agreement attached to the staff report with the Boy Scouts of America for the use of the Galt Market 
and Galt Community Park parking lots for their annual Christmas tree pick up to be held on Saturday, 
January 9, 2010 and 2) waive any associated fees.  

 
6. SUBJECT: Skate park rules and regulations – revisions.  

RECOMMENDATION:  That the city council adopt Resolution No. 2009-118 repealing Resolution 
No. 2003-32 (establishing rules and regulations for the use of skate parks in the city of Galt) and 
adopting the revised and amended skate park rules and regulations. 

 
7. SUBJECT: Street closure for the Lighting of the Night Parade and Littleton Center usage. 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the city council authorize the chief of police to: 1) close the streets 
listed on the staff report for the purpose of the Lighting of the Night Parade on December 5, 2009, 2) 
terminate the parade at any point for safety reasons due to inclement weather, 3) approve the usage of 
Littleton Center and 4) waive all associated rental fees. 
 

8. SUBJECT: City park curfew – Harvey and Lions Oak Parks. 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the city council adopt Resolution No. 2009-119 approving the 
curfew for Harvey and Lions Oak Park to be at dusk with the exception of youth baseball games and 
practices during their respective season at Harvey Park effective December 3, 2009. 

 
9. SUBJECT: Revised freeway and maintenance agreements with California Department of 
 Transportation (CalTrans). 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the city council adopt Resolution No. 2009-120 and Resolution No. 
2009-121 authorizing the mayor to execute a revised freeway agreement and a revised freeway 
maintenance agreement with the State of California acting by and through the Department of 
Transportation. 

 
ACTION: Upon a motion by Meredith, seconded by Haines, the consent calendar was approved by a 
unanimous vote. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR ITEM E-3 
 
3. SUBJECT: Administrative civil liability order for assessment of mandatory minimum penalties; 

wastewater treatment plant.  
RECOMMENDATION:  That the city council: 1) authorize the city manager to pay the assessed 
civil liability and execute associated documents as required; and  2) adopt Resolution No. 2009-116 
executing a cost sharing agreement between the city of Galt and the Cosumnes River Preserve in the 
amount of $150,000.00. 
 
Clare said the dates were not clear and Halladay said they were corrected. 
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ACTION: Upon a motion by Payne, seconded by Meredith. Resolution No. 2009-116 was approved 
by a unanimous vote. 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEM E-4 
 
4. SUBJECT: Emergency operations management. 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the city council adopt Resolution No. 2009-117 approving an 
agreement between the city and Cosumnes Community Services District Fire Department (CSD) for 
emergency operations management and appropriate funds in the amount of $6,300 from undesignated 
general fund reserves. 
 
John Slaughterback asked that the item be explained.  Chief Cattolico and John Nicolini from the 
Cosumnes Services District gave a brief report. 

 
 ACTION: Upon a motion by Payne, seconded by Meredith, Resolution No. 2009-117 was approved 
 by a unanimous vote. 
 
REGULAR CALENDAR 
 
CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE 
 
4. SUBJECT: Mobile home rent control market study.  

RECOMMENDED ACTION: That the city council determine whether to proceed with initiating a 
mobile home park rent control market study.  If the council decides to proceed, staff recommends that 
the city council appropriate $30,000 from undesignated general fund reserves to fund the study. 
 
Behrmann gave a staff report.  Rudolph said heavy litigation challenging a rent control ordinance had 
occurred in September of this year in the city of Golita. Haines asked if the court decision would be 
appealed and Rudolph said it could be appealed to the Supreme Court.  He said there was no 
indication that it would be reviewed at that level.  He said it was not binding but had presidential 
value.  Haines said he did not see that occurring in Galt.  Behrmann said there could be a potential 
cost in defending a lawsuit.  He said the next step would be a market study which would be 
approximately $30,000. 
 
Marie Hall supported the market study for rent stabilization. 
 
John Slaughterback said there was not a lot of discussion and said he did not hear any complaints 
from mobile home owners or tenants.  He was concerned about spending city money when the city 
was trying to implement water meters.  He he wanted the city to work on it a little longer for the 
public benefit. 
 
Ruth DeGroot supported the market study for rent stabilization. 
 
 
Lloyd Logan, Vice President, Golden State Manufacturers Homeowners League, said he was 
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representing mobile home owners.  He said rent stabilization was working well under the guidance of 
the cities and counties.  He said the net profit to owners was approximately 30%.  
Norma Bohannan, Region 14 Manager, Golden State Manufacturers Homeowners League, supported 
the market study for rent stabilization. 
 
Jim Kuppenender said the case was the law of the land and would control what the cities did.  He said 
the city could face lawsuits each time someone sold a mobile home.  He was opposed to the study. He 
said it was not wise to spend the money and should put the money into a subsidy program. 
 
Denise Warmerdam had owner interest in Heritage Mobile Home Park.  She said the owners in  
Galt worked with their tenants.  She opposed the market study for rent stabilization. 
 
Al Baldwin opposed the market study for rent stabilization.  Meredith read a letter from a mobile 
home park owner who tried to intimidate residents. 
  
Doug Johnson, Western Manufacturing Housing Communities Association representing the park 
owners throughout Northern California, opposed the market study.  He recommended a rental 
assistance program. 
 
Homer Beldt, owner of Three Palms Mobile Estates and Country Villa, said the costs in Lodi were 
much higher.  He opposed the market study for rent stabilization. 
 
Payne suggested creating a task force that would include the residents from the mobile home parks. 
Payne said she didn’t have enough information to justify the cost of the study.  
 
Haines said they looked at alternatives, none of which panned out.  He said they could not reach a 
compromise.  He thought they made an attempt and wanted to move forward with a study to make an 
educated decision.  Meredith said the study would bring forward any issues and wanted to move 
forward with the study to get the facts.  Clare said he did not have a report of any of the alternatives 
and wanted to see them in writing.  He said he would not support the study but wanted to see the 
alternatives that might work for the citizens.  
 
Meredith asked Rudolph to confirm it was about vacant spaces not vacant homes in a mobile home 
park and Rudolph replied vacant spaces. Haines said he was concerned about some of the mobile 
home parks becoming targets for predatory investors. He said it would be money well spent and 
wanted to be proactive against predatory investors.  He asked for a vote to move forward with a 
market study.  Meredith said it was important to know there was a problem and the market study was 
the tool to get the information on whether rent control was warranted in the city of Galt. 
 
ACTION: Upon a motion by Haines, seconded by Meredith, moving forward with the market study 
was denied with Payne, Clare and Shelton dissenting. 

 
SCHEDULED MATTERS - PUBLIC HEARING 
 
1. SUBJECT: COPS funding for the police department. 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: That the city council conduct a public hearing regarding the 
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proposed use of the Supplemental Law Enforcement Services Funding and adopt Resolution No. 
2009-122 appropriating the funds to continue the STEP program. 
 
Cattolico gave a staff report.  The mayor opened the public hearing.  Hearing no comments, the 
mayor closed the public hearing. 

 
ACTION: Upon a motion by Meredith, seconded by Payne, Resolution No. 2009- 122 was approved 
with Haines absent. 

 
REGULAR CALENDAR 
 
TREASURER'S OFFICE 
 
1. SUBJECT:  Treasurer's Report for period ending September, 2009. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  That the city council accept the treasurer's report as submitted. 
 
Farrell gave a staff report.  He corrected a mistake on the interest earned within his report.  There was 
a consensus of council to accept the Treasurer’s Report. 

 
CITY CLERK’S OFFICE 
  
1. SUBJECT: Revisit City Council Procedural Guidelines section 4.8.8. 
 RECOMMENDED ACTION: Discuss and take action as deemed appropriate. 
 
 Aguire gave a staff report.  Rudolph discussed the rules regarding a council member placing items on 

the agenda.  Meredith said he felt like he did not have the ability to place an item on the agenda.  He 
said he was upset and the section was interpreted wrong.  Clare said he interpreted the section to stay 
within the Brown Act.  He said it would allow staff to know about items in advance.  Rudolph 
wanted to clarify that the agenda was for the full body.  He said the change was intended to promote 
the concept of the full body.  He said a request would be placed on the agenda under the regular 
calendar and if a majority of the council opposed the item, it would not come back on the agenda. 

 
 Haines said he did not mind the items coming ahead of time, but did not agree that council could 

reject items brought forward.  He also thought items should come back under the council member’s 
name.  He wanted that changed within the rules.  Meredith said the language in the rules did not say 
council could reject requests from council.  Rudolph said the word “request” was the key word in the 
section. 

 
 Haines said again he was concerned about not having items under a council member’s name.  He 

wanted the right to agendize items under council names.    Shelton reiterated that a council could put 
items under their comments.  Haines said it was about accountability.  Rudolph clarified that council 
could put anything on the agenda.  Meredith said if an issue created more than two hours of staff 
time, it would require a consensus of council.  If it required less than two hours or did not require 
action, council could put anything on the agenda.  He also thought it should come back under each 
council member’s name.  Clare said he was fine with the suggestions. 
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 Rick Walters said he wanted to know what each member was bringing forward.  Haines said it was 

not about credit, but about accountability.  Rudolph said the language did not need to be changed and 
said the interpretation from council was clear.  He said council member names could be placed under 
“City Council Items” under the regular calendar.  Council agreed. 

 
CITY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 
 
2. SUBJECT: City Council Procedural Guidelines – Ordinance No. 2009-17  

RECOMMENDED ACTION: That the city council adopt Ordinance No. 2009-17 repealing and 
replacing section 2.12.010 and repealing section 2.12.030 of the Galt Municipal Code, pertaining to 
rules and procedures for the conduct of city council meetings. 
 
Rudolph gave a staff report. 
 
ACTION: Upon a motion by Meredith, seconded by Payne, adopting Ordinance No. 2009-17 was 
approved by a unanimous vote. 

 
CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE 
 
3. SUBJECT: Elimination of the assistant city manager position. 
 RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Discuss and take action as deemed appropriate. 
 
 Behrmann gave a staff report and said he would freeze the position and revisit the issue at the goal 

setting workshop.  Meredith wanted to make sure the city was getting salary savings from the vacant 
position.  Council agreed to keep the position vacant and discuss during the goal setting workshop. 

 
5. SUBJECT: Local hiring ordinance. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  That the city council consider one of the following options: 1) 
Authorize the city attorney to modify the ordinance presented by Council Member Meredith for 
formatting and minor edits, provide review and analysis by staff and the city attorney and present for 
city council’s consideration at the December 1, 2009, regular city  council meeting; 2) Appoint 
a local hiring task force comprised of two city council members, staff, the city attorney, and 
stakeholders to develop a local hiring ordinance that will address the desired outcome of local job 
creation through city public works projects and bring a proposed ordinance outline to the city council 
for consideration prior to development of the draft ordinance; 3) Direct staff to include the 
development of a local hiring ordinance in the city council’s upcoming goal setting process; 4) Take 
no action. 
 
This item was pulled until December 1, 2009. 

  
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 
6. SUBJECT: California First Property Assessed Clean Energy Pilot Program and potential ancillary 

grant applications to enhance local implementation of the California First Program. 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: That the city council: 1) direct the city manager to submit a letter of 
intent for Galt to participate in the California First Pilot Program and SEP grant application (not 
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binding) by November 20th; and 2) direct staff to publish a notice of public hearing and bring back a 
city council resolution to officially join (binding) the California First Pilot program no later than 
January 5, 2010 (our intent is to come back on December 15th, but it may get delayed if we do not 
receive information from the program team in time); and 3) provide direction to continue staff 
participation in ancillary SEP grant applications with regional partners to enhance the California First 
Program. 
Campion gave a staff report.  Payne was concerned about the interest rate.  Meredith thanked Jason, 
Sandy and Curt for their hard work. 
 
ACTION: Upon a motion by Meredith, seconded by Haines, approving staff’s recommendations was 
approved with Clare absent. 

 
COMMUNICATIONS:  Meredith said the city of Galt had an18.4% unemployment rate, twice the national 
average. 
 
ADJOURN AND RECONVENE TO THE GALT CITY COUNCIL. 
 
CITY CLERK’S REPORT:  Aguire gave a list of upcoming events. 
 
COMMENTS BY STAFF – None. 
 
COMMENTS BY CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS/FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
VICE MAYOR PAYNE:  Thanked Don Notolli for the pathways on Lincoln Way south of the city. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER CLARE:  Went to the scoping meeting for the high speed rail and it went well.  He 
said they would be working on the right-of-ways and would be meeting again in December. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER HAINES:  Thanked staff for the time on the rent stabilization information. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER MEREDITH:  Wished everyone a happy Thanksgiving. 
 
MAYOR SHELTON: Asked about the Thanksgiving baskets being assembled at the Littleton Center on 
Saturday. Behrmann said the city had met their goals for employee donations to the baskets.  
 
There being no further business to come before council, the meeting was adjourned by the mayor at 9:51 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

Elizabeth Aguire 
City Clerk 

 




