
CITY OF GALT 
 

MINUTES 
 

GALT PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION  
 

Council Chambers, 380 Civic Drive, Galt, California 
Wednesday, October 12, 2011 

 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by the Special Project Administrator, Armando 
Solis.  Roll was taken and Commissioners present: Guerrero, Moore, and Steele. Commissioners Gamez 
and Smith were absent. 
 
 Staff members present: Special Projects Administrator Solis, Parks Superintendent Bonnet, and 
Administrative Assistant Porteous-Toste. 
 
CHANGES TO THE ORDER OF THE AGENDA – Item # 4 will be presented prior to Public 
Comment. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

4. Online Registrations  
(Update) 

Matt Marcotte gave a presentation on the new On-line Registration Program. 
  
Solis reported that the hope is to go to Council with a single tiered fee structure. 
 
Marcotte noted that the Online Registration will be rolled out in small increments.  This is to ensure that 
we do not overload the system.   
 
The Commission was supportive of the online registration but had concerns about credit card data, 
security, how imbedded the link was and potential spam. 
 
Matt explained that after linking to the online registration you are no longer on the City’s Website but are 
on the active network site and all data stays with them thus not a City liability or issue.  The City retains 
no credit card information and that will also apply to credit card transactions at the office.  The City at no 
time handles the data from a credit card transaction. 
 
Security was addressed by Marcotte by letting them know that they are required to meet the strictest of 
guidelines set forth.  Commissioners Guerrero and Steele felt that by having the link at the main page may 
help with the service and security as there are not many links to go through to get to the service.  Marcotte 
explained that the website was designed and set up for the City years ago and altering the front page is 
very difficult as the links are graphics and not text.  Steele suggested maybe link it to the existing main 
page tool of “Online Payments”.  Marcotte replied that he would look into that. 
 
Guerrero asked about the cost of this service.  Solis responded that cuts were made by all in the 
Department last year to purchase this software.   
 
Other questions addressed were that of the credibility of company, were they are based, and the 
availability of Spanish.  The Department has used this Canadian based company for over 10 years and is 
one of the predominantly used software by other Recreation Department Program registration.  With 
regards to Spanish, our website converts to Spanish through a translating option but this is not available 
with Active Network. 
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The Commission was happy about the presentation to them and also the upcoming one to City Council 
and was pleased with this opportunity to be able to have the convenience of registering for programs at 
their convenience. 
 
Solis also noted that there were also plans to put a computer in the lobby for those customers who do not 
wish to stand in line for staff to assist them. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – None 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES – Meeting of September 14, 2011. 
 

ACTION:  Moore moved to accept the minutes of September 14, 2011, seconded by Steele.  Vote 
was called for and motion carried 3 – 0 (Gamez and Smith absent). 

 
UPCOMING COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS: 
 

a) October 18, 2011 –  Parks and Recreation Presentation of the Online Registration 
b) November 1, 2011 – Market Winter Rate – reduced rates 
c) November 1, 2011 – Community Sign(s) – Solis reported that there are 7 proposed areas. 

Proposed signs will be the large Marquee signs 
d) Additional staff reports – November 15th due to the online registration and Partnership 

Presentation on how the Department works with outside organizations and how much support is 
given to each. 

 
NEW BUSINESS:  

a. Traffic at Walker Park – EIR (Guerrero) 
(Informational) 

 
The Walker Park traffic portion of the EIR was given to the Commission for their review.   
 
Concerns brought up by all Commissioners were the potential hazards at the intersection of Elm Avenue 
and Sargent Avenue.   
 

• Tree on private property obstructing view on the SW corner of the intersection 
• Only a two way stop. 
• Large drainage ditch.  

 
Solis and Bonnet both explained that those issues were out of the City’s control as they are on County 
Property and would have to be dealt with at the County level at this time. 
 
Moore realizing the EIR was 5 years old and appreciated the information and although has concerns about 
the traffic was more concerned that the City had not overlooked something that should have been done 
and hadn’t. 
 

b. Deadman’s Gulch 
(Informational) 

 
A copy of the current newsletter sent out to the Community shows the new crosswalk that will be 
constructed over the area of concern.  This project will be funded by a Grant and will have flashing lights 
and a staggered lane to slow down traffic. 
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Guerrero had concern with the staggered crosswalk and if enough time would be allowed for the 
pedestrian to cross or would they have to wait and press another button 
 
             c.  School's Joint Use Agreement (Steele) 
 
Solis informed the Commission that it is not being renegotiated at this time. 
 

d. Vector Control at Greer Basin 
(Informational) 

 
Bonnet explained that there were 6 mainline breaks 6 weeks prior to Mr. Baldwin’s inquiries and the 
backflow was turned off  which stops the water flow and takes up to 2 days to drain out the system.   
 
Vector Control had been monitoring the site and had found no problem. 
 
The Commission asked why we (Staff) had such a difficult time getting a handle on the breaks.   
 
Bonnet answered when questioned about the standing water at Veterans Field by noting the poor drainage 
at the facility. 
 
Moore noted that Greer is regularly wet and was wondering if the school had any responsibility in the 
maintenance of that Basin.  Bonnet said “no” per the facility use agreement but when McCaffrey was 
built Bonnet made sure the school was responsible for its maintenance.  He noted that they (the school 
district) too are feeling the budget impact and the field condition is in poor condition. 
 
Bonnet noted that all new construction plans are being kept. 
 

e.   Fee Schedule 
 (Informational) 
 
Solis presented the current fee schedule for the Department.  Solis said that he was tasked to look at all of 
the Department’s programs and figure out the costs to the Department. 
 
Solis reported that the new fee analysis and recommendations were driven by the online registration two 
tiered fee requirements.   
 
There was much discussion and the consensus of the Commissioners represented was that this topic 
should not go to Council without the review and input of the Parks and Recreation Commission.  They all 
felt that this was one of their core responsibilities as a Commissioner.  They concurred that this was one 
aspect of the job of the Commissioner to be a voice in the decision making and recommendations. 
 
The Commissioners had concerns about: 

• Increased fees and the basis of those fees and ensuring they were not controversial as 
they felt they had been in determining the facility user and light usage fees. 

• Increased fees and how the community felt about them – advocating for the Citizens 
• Credit Card fee – Would the 3% fee be the rational for the fee increase. 
• Walker Park facility improvement account – what % of the new fee would be 

allocated to that fund. 
• Want the Public’s input to the new fees especially if there is an increase 
• Were they as a Commission allowed to go to the Council meeting and give their input 

and recommendation if different from staff or did they just have to sit back and 
accept it. 
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Solis said he would speak with Jason the following day and wanted to know if Jason approved, would the 
Commission like to call a special meeting for November 2nd? At the meeting they could review the staff 
report on the fees being proposed to the City Council on November 15th.  All were in agreement. Solis 
told the Commissioners that he would notify them of Jason’s decision by Monday, October 17, 2011. 
 

f.    Market Winter Rates 
(Recommendation to Council) 
 

Solis reviewed Council Agenda Report and the recommendation Staff is proposing to City Council.   
 
After a short discussion, the Commission voted unanimously to accept Staff’s recommendation that the 
Galt City Council adopt the attached resolution adjusting the rental fees at the Galt Market for January 
and February 2012. 
 
COMMISSION REPORTS  
 

Commissioner Gamez - absent 
 
Commissioner Smith - absent 

 
Commissioner Guerrero – Veteran Field Restroom lock is not working properly (door button).  
Guerrero was advised that the restroom has a deadbolt to use but staff would look at the door 
lock.  Guerrero wanted to know about the Ivy at the eastside of Veterans and what it would take 
to get it either cut way back, down or eliminated.  Troy spoke of the staff awareness of the Ivy but 
it is not a priority.  After much discussion, Moore, Steele and Guerrero asked about their 
organizations or themselves volunteering to do the work.  Steele also commented on many 
students needing community service hours for school.  Troy told the Commission that the Parks 
Division would be more than happy to work with volunteers on these types of projects and to 
contact him at his office and he would work with them. 
 
Commissioner Moore – Stated he was encouraged and appreciated the informational items 
 
Commissioner Steele - none 

 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – 

1. Maintenance Projects Updates 
 
 
 There being no further business to come before the Parks and Recreation Commission, the 
meeting was adjourned 9:58 p.m. 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
        
 
      Deborah Porteous-Toste, Administrative Assistant 


