
 

 

CITY OF GALT 

 

MINUTES 

 

GALT PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION  

MEETING 

 

Council Chambers, 380 Civic Drive, Galt, California 

Wednesday, June 13, 2012 
 

 The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Vice Chairperson Smith. Roll call was taken.  Present 
were Commissioners Buchanan, Gamez, and Smith.  Moore and Steele were absent 
 
 Staff members present: Special Projects Administrator Solis and Administrative Assistant Porteous-
Toste, and Market Operations Supervisor Kimberly Paulson 
 
CHANGES TO THE ORDER OF THE AGENDA – None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – None 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES  
 

a. Meeting of March 14, 2012  
 

ACTION:  Postponed due to a lack of attendee quorum. 
 

PRESENTATIONS; 
 
Solis introduced Kimberly Paulson, Market Operations Supervisor. 
 
Ms. Paulson introduced herself and presented information on the operations, revenues, staffing, vendors, etc. 
regarding the Galt Market and answered questions posed by the Commissioners about the Galt Market. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

 

a. Subject: Galt Youth Master Plan – Commissioner’s ideas 
               (Informational) 
 

 Speakers – Vanessa Gamez and Stephanie Quezada presented an idea for the age category of 19+ 
years of age.  There proposal included a workout program for older teens and young adults to emphasize 
the importance of fitness and a healthy lifestyle.  Included ideas were a 5 k run, P90x or insanity 
workouts. 
 
    They were hoping for guidance from the City and the possibility of sponsorships or fundraisers.  They 
wanted guidance on the use of facilities and how they would go about putting together this type of 
program. 
 
     Solis suggested that they begin with the Galt Youth Committee and possibly become a member.  The 
ladies contact information will be forwarded to Mayor Payne so they can be advised of the Committee 
meetings. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
 

a. Subject:  Independence Day Celebration – Solis 
                       (Informational) 

Solis challenged Commissioners to obtains scholarships (no matter how small or gift certificates), put 
up posters to advertise event and to recruit non-profit groups for the Exhibit Hall. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Solis gave an update on monies donated to date –  
1. California Waste $5,000 
2. PGE $2,500 
3. Wal-Mart and F & M Bank $1,000 each 
4. McDonalds $250 
5. Galt Herald $100 
6. Pizza Guys – 5 free large pizza gift certificates 
 

 Solis reviewed the schedule of activities for the day’s events 
  1. Softball Tournaments – Men’s and Coed 
  2. Volleyball Tournament 
  3. Horseshoe Tournaments 
  4. Skateboard Competition 
  5. Kid Zone  
  6. Non-Profit food vendors 
  7. Petting Zoo and library book readings on the animals 
  8. Live Band 
  9. Fireworks in the Pool 
  10 Fireworks Show 
 
 b. Subject:  I Love Galt Project - Selby 
                (Informational) 

     Selby, staff, and approximately 300 community volunteers (from churches) volunteered 3.5 hours 
of their time on Saturday, April 28th to do projects for the City of Galt.  The list although extensive 
needed $18,000 in materials to accomplish in addition to the man power.  The projects that were 
completed that day were as follows: 

1. Carillion Island Project – planted over 4,000 plants 
2.  Market Sound wall – weed removal and planted 400 plants and 3 trees (50 volunteers) 
3. Community Park – installed new frame for new swings 
4. Sports Complex – replaced roof over concessions stand 
5. Canyon Creek Park – replaced all lumber on benches and tables 
6. Replaced restroom siding at Canyon Creek Park, Harvey Park, Emerald Vista Park and 

Veterans 
7. Painted Greer Basin shade structure 
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8. Added 100 yards of sand to the Sports Complex, Lake Canyon and Meadowview Parks 
9. Repainted restrooms at Meadowview. 

       
The next scheduled service day is on September 29th but due to funding the projects will need to be 
scaled back. 
 
c. Subject:  Field Condition Line – Solis/Selby 
                     (Informational) 
     Solis explained the purpose of the Field Condition phone line.  During inclement weather Parks 
staff visits each field to determine if it is playable/usable.  The staff strives to make sure that the 
information on field closures is recorded on that line no later than 12:00 p.m.  If staff cannot make a 
decisive decision by 12:00 p.m. there will be a decision by 2:00 p.m. at the latest.  This phone number 
is given to all players and coaches and is also listed on the website.  The intent of this line is to reduce 
the call volume at the front desk staff and to allow coaches to contact players if cancellations are 
required in a timely manner. 
 
 
d. Subject:  Identify Facility Needs to House Parks and Recreation Programs - Solis 
                     (Informational) 
     Solis explained to the Commission that Department Heads and Council every 6 months review the 
Strategic Objectives set forth for the City.  This allows them to stay on task and see what needs the 
City needs to address as well as prioritize them. 
 
      Solis presented an overview of our programs and the facility, equipment, and space needs required 
to conduct these programs and noted that we do not have the required facilities. 
       
       A few examples given were the Meals on Wheels program which needs a kitchen facility, the City 
Tots program which need a dedicated classroom and playground, and  a gymnasium for our basketball 
program. 
 
      Solis gave temporary suggestions for example a mat room at Fairsite School that would be used 
primarily for those programs where mats are required.  These mats can stay put  unlike now where 
they are having to be put up and taken down as needed for each program utilizing the facility. 
 
       After discussing the programs and the facility needs he asked the Commissioners if they could 
think of any additional facility needs.   
 
        Discussion turned to the need down the road to establish permanent facility solutions.  A facility 
similar to that of the old Boys and Girls Club was discussed.   
 

ACTION:  Commission’s consensus after this discussion was to propose the need for two 
such facilities with desired program needs in the City’s Strategic Plan.  These facilities need to  
included meeting rooms, gymnasium, classrooms, kitchen, etc with each facility designated to certain 
programs.  So the Commissioner’s suggestion was to ask or put into the Strategic Plan a facility to 
replace one similar to the old Boys and Girls Club in the same location and another similar facility at 
Walker Park Community Center proposed location and to put that facility priority at Phase II instead 
of waiting for it’s original priority Phase III. 
 



GALT PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING OF JUNE 13, 2012 
PAGE 4  

 

        Solis will prepare the staff report for the City Council meeting of July 17 but will bring it to the 
Commission for their review at the July 11 meeting. 
        

UPCOMING COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS 

 

a. May 15, 2012 – Market Concessions – Staff report went to Council and was accepted.  Proposal was 
tabled for one(1) year. 

 
b. June 19, 2012 – Library Lease with County – with City Attorney 

 
c. Meals on Wheels Contract was approved as it was set to expire June 30, 2012. 

 

Selby added that at year end extra monies were found and used to have the City’s landscaping company work 
on some outstanding projects that staff either did not have the equipment or time to complete. 
 
Sunflower seeds are an issue at Walker Park’s Artificial Turf.  If the rules are not adhered to, the longevity of 
the field will be reduced. 
 

COMMISSIONERS REPORTS 
 
Chairperson Steele – Absent 
 
Co-Chairperson Smith – Asked about the pool leak.  Selby responded that they hired a company to come out 
and find the leak and they did not find one, not that one does or does not exist.  Staff is going to look at the 
water usage records  to see if there is an increase in usage to help determine if there is a leak.  Smith also noted 
how nice the Eastside Landscaping looked. 
 
Commissioner Buchanan – None 
 
Commissioner Moore – Absent 
 
Commissioner Gamez – Concerned about trespassing on the natural turf fields.  Trespassers are using trash 
receptacles to jump fence.  PD to enforce rules. 
Selby reported that the City will be taking over maintenance of the Park on August 6th with the exception of 
outstanding repairs and issues that need to be taken care of.  Once natural fields have been established there 
should be a 1 year warranty on them. 
 
Gamez noted a leak at Walker.  Solis explained that although Parks has separated to public works all 
maintenance issues can be directed to either Parks or Recreation for resolution. 
 
Gamez wanted to know if the Emerald Park restroom issue had been resolved.  Selby responded although the 
tree needs to be removed due to the root system interfering with restroom, staff was able to root it out and 
restrooms are working properly. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

a. Independence Day Celebration – June 30, 2012 – Veteran’s, Softball Complex, and Market 
(fireworks) 
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b. Farmers Market – June 5, 2012 – September 4, 2012 (will be held on B Street between Lincoln 
and 7th Street instead of Lincoln Way (Cost savings on staff time to close off street and traffic 
control) – Crowd was good at the second day of the Market.  Utilizing Market produce vendors at 
this event 

c. National Night Out – August 7, 2012 – PD is in charge of this event 
d. St. Christopher’s Church Community Fall Festival – September 29 & 30, 2012 – Market Grounds 

 
   Also two churches will be conducting a 5K run and a marathon to benefit charities. 
 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

 Armando and Adin will be out for the July meeting. 

 

ADJOURNMENT  

Being no further business before the Parks and Recreation Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 8:06. 
p.m.    

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

      Deborah Porteous-Toste, Administrative Assistant 


