
CITY OF GALT 

 

MINUTES 

 

GALT PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION  

MEETING 

 

Council Chambers, 380 Civic Drive, Galt, California 

Wednesday, August 8, 2012 
 

 The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Commissioner Gamez. Roll call was taken.  
Buchanan, Gamez and Moore were in attendance. 
 
 Staff members present: Special Projects Administrator Solis and Administrative Assistant Porteous-
Toste, and Street Superintendent Selby. 
 
CHANGES TO THE ORDER OF THE AGENDA - None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – Bryan Grace, Galt City Resident presented a request to add more horse shoe pits at 
the City Parks.  He noted the only ones in the City are located at the Community Park.  One suggestion was the 
Softball Complex.  His question was how he should go about getting more horse shoe pits in the City.   Solis 
said that he and Grace had spoken prior to this meeting and Solis suggested he start at the Commission level. 
 
Questions about how many pits, locations, etc. were discussed. 
 
Mr. Grace explained that he has expertise in horse shoe pits and plays frequently.  He and others are willing to 
volunteer their time and supplies to facilitate putting in the new horse shoe pits. 
 
The Parks and Recreation Department has been considering offering league play and developing a new 
program for the Department to offer. 
 

ACTION:  Commissioner Gamez made a motion to “Have staff prepare a staff report regarding 
possible locations and feasibility of adding more horse shoe pits in Galt and the possible development 
of a horse shoe league/club”.   The motion was seconded by Moore.  Vote was called for and passed 
unanimously. 

 
Solis will prepare a staff report and bring it back to the Parks and Recreation Commission prior to taking it to 
City Council for approval and request for money.   
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES  
 

a. Meeting of July 11, 2012.   
 

ACTION:  Buchanan moved to accept the minutes of July 11, 2012.  Motion seconded by Moore.   
Vote was called for and acceptance of the minutes passed unanimously. 

 
PRESENTATIONS; None 
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OLD BUSINESS: 

 

a. Subject: Galt Youth Master Plan – Commissioner’s ideas 
               (Informational) 
 
Moore commented that the request presented by Mr. Grace is an enhancement and feels that this will 

be applicable to the goals stated in the Plan 
Gamez is continuing to pursue an annual Health Fair.  He spoke with members of the Youth 

Commission and Rite Aid.  Moore added that something like this would be advantageous to sports 
participants who are required to have physicals to participate and may not have health insurance.  Gamez 
was asked about the possibility of mobile clinics participating.  He referenced similar fairs in Stockton 
where there were mobile clinics available.  Gamez is still working on this idea and wants to talk with Liz 
Aquire first for her input as she is on the Lodi Memorial Hospital Board. 

 
b. Subject: CYSA Update – Moore 
 

Moore gave an update on the status of bringing Adult Soccer to Galt.  CLYSL has given Moore the go 
ahead for establishing the league and is very supportive.  6 teams are required to begin.  Members of the 
Commission and Recreation Staff have been approached by teams and individuals interested in playing in 
an Adult Soccer league so meeting the 6 teams necessary is not a concern.  Guidelines and Rules need to 
be established. 
 
Sign ups will be handled the same way the CLYSL does for the Youth program.  Moore requested a link to 
the City’s website and Solis said he would take care of that.  The league registration will continue through 
the CLYSL organization and as has been past practice, registration forms and information can be 
distributed at the Parks and Recreation Department. 
 
The suggestion is to begin by offering the Adult league as Co-ed under 30 and possibly expand to offering 
and over 30 league if there is a need or demand.  The league is proposed to begin in the Spring of 2013. 
 

c. Subject:  SOAR Program 
                       (Informational) 
 
Solis apologized for not being able to bring this to the Commission prior to going to Council.  With the 
after school bus route being cut the school district approach the Department for some help.  SOAR stands 
for Social Overall Academic and Recreation Program and is being established to bridge the time school is 
out until the time parents can pick up their children. 
 
The program is being held at Lake Canyon, River Oaks, and Marengo Ranch Elementary Schools.  The 
cost is $115.00 per child per month.  The amount being charge is based on 25 students and covers just the 
cost of the program.   
 
The program is similar to the ASES program but will not be academic based.  SOAR is recreational 
based.  Tutoring like that offered in the ASES program will not be available.  Students will have time set 
aside during the day to do their homework and get help from staff. 
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UPCOMING COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS 

a. Lighting of the Nigh Event – September 4th 
 
Solis may postpone taking the staff report to City Council so he can get input from the Commission.  
Solis gave background information on both the Lighting of the Night Parade and the City’s Annual 
Christmas Tree Lighting.  He explained last year was the first year that the two became one event. It 
was held on the first Saturday in December and will continue to be held on the first Saturday in 
December annually.  In the past the Parade was a Community run parade and due to the need for 
assistance from the City for street closures, insurance, etc., it is now become a City event.  Last year 
the committee agreed to a shorter parade route followed by the events at the Littleton Center (City Tots 
performance, Santa photos, and Christmas Tree Lighting). 
 
The previous year parade although the parade route was shortened to 8.1 miles is still considered 
lengthy.  This year the Shop Local Committee is requesting a different parade route which would be 
shorter and centered around the City’s Westside downtown area.  Both parties after much discussion 
will not budge on their desired parade route and have agreed to disagree and allow City Council to 
decide. 
 
Either route will end at the Littleton Center for the events. 

 
b. Library Lease – September 18th 

Attorney working with Sacramento County to come up with a new lease for the library 
 

COMMISSIONER REPORTS 

a. Chairperson Steele - absent 
b. Vice-Chairperson Smith – absent 
c. Commissioner Buchanan – none 
d. Commissioner Gamez – Inquired about what he was told at a meeting which was that a Lodi Soccer 

Club was using Walker Park on Saturdays.  Solis responded that usage was limited to CLYSL, GALT 
FC, Jr. Warrior Football, and LRHS.   Gamez asked about organizations ability to use Walker on 
Sundays (Public use).  Solis will schedule organization at Walker if Veterans is in use and for games at 
which time he would adjust public usage.  Gamez also asked if the water cannons were being used as 
he is out there at least twice a week and hasn’t seen them.  Selby responded yes and that they are on 
timers. 

e. Commissioner Moore – Commented on that working with the other organizations at Walker Park has 
been a pleasure.  Moore also asked about the temporary goals out at Walker.  Solis found out that they 
belong to GALT FC and are available for use by other organizations.   

   

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

a. St. Christopher’s Church Community Fall Festival – September 29th – 30th, 2012 – Market Grounds 
b. Lighting of the Night Event – December 1, 2012 

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

a. Horse Shoe Pits 
b. Update on timing of the Walker Park Upcoming Phases 



GALT PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING OF AUGUST 8, 2012 
PAGE 4  

 

Solis advised Commission that the City of Galt was not selected in Round Two of the Prop 84 Grant monies 
applied for Walker Park Phase 1B. 
 
Adin Selby, Street Superintendent reported that the City took responsibility of Walker Park August 1, 2012.  
The natural turf fields are slated to be turned over to the City on September 21st.  During the pre inspection it 
was discovered that although natural turf looks good there are many deep holes (ankle breakers) that need to be 
addressed before the City takes responsibility.  Contractor will be sanding the fields to see if it will fix 
problem. 
 
The bleachers at Walker Park were missing some parts and have now been received so the bleachers 
installation will be completed by weeks end.  Selby advised the Commission that the Department has 
purchased a mower specifically for the Walker Park Natural Turf fields and will not be used at any other 
location thus reducing the risk of cross contamination of other grasses and weeds with the Bermuda turf. 
 
Solis wanted the Commission to know that Saturday night at Walker Park the Jr. Warriors and Jr. Hawks will 
hold a scrimmage game. 

  

ADJOURNMENT  

Being no further business before the Parks and Recreation Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 8:03 
p.m.    

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

      Deborah Porteous-Toste, Administrative Assistant 


